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length a rival arose who challenged him to a debate
which took place before a large assembly, 'You say
"Endure", cried his competitor, 'but I don't want to
endure. I wish to love and to be loved, to conquer and
create, I wish to know what is right, then do it and be
happy.' There was no reply from his opponent, and,
on looking more closely at the old creature, his adversary
found him to consist of an odd-shaped rock on which
had taken root a battered thorn that represented, by an
optical illusion, the impression of hair and a beard.
Triumphantly he pointed out the mistake to the authori-
ties but they were not intimidated. sMan or rock,5 they
answered, 'does it really matter?' And at that moment
the wind, reverberating through the sage's moss-grown
orifice, repeated with a hollow sound: * Endure T

A love-affair can prosper only when both parties enter
free. If one lover is free and the other not, then in the
process of destroying their rival or the memory of their
rival, the one who is free will destroy the illusion of
their own virtue. A couple jointly possess so much of
their two selves that to hurt one is to wound the other,
and, even if they are wounded willingly, resentment is
set up. When we want a house we go to the house-
agent and inquire what is on the market; we do not
pick on the first one we like and force the tenant to
leave. The romantic prestige of adultery comes from
exaggerating the importance of chastity in the unmarriedL
If fornication were no sin, then adultery would be
condemned, for it is a token form of murder. We do
not murder the rival husband or wife but we murder
their image in the eyes of those whom they love and
so prepare for the cancer of the ego and the slow death
by desertion. If our society allowed promiscuity only to
the free, that is to the unmarried or to those who had
both agreed on separation, and if it punished the breaking-
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